Commentary

the audience the sense of the curse on Wishwood, that
lovelessness of which Harry does not yet consciously
know, but which is at the root of-the family guilt; the
house, he obscurely feels, is tainted by the same evil,
though in some different way, as the rest of the world is.
This evil, at this point in the play, he associates with the
Eumenides. Hence he has the intuition that they are
somehow connected in some malignant way, with Wish-
wood. In so far as they represent the guilt that they are
pursuing him for (the guilt of the whole family, as Agatha
believes) his intuition is right; but it makes him seem to
know more than he could know, at this point in the play.
Agatha is the one who fully understands the curse upon
the family, and the nature of the Eumenides, in dealing
with it and with Harry, and expounds it to the audience
when she tells him

You are the consciousness of your unhappy family,
Its bird sent flying through the purgatorial flame.

(II. ii. 137-8)

Mary's world is dominated by Amy, as Harry may be
supposed to know. If, following Mr. Grover Smith's
suggestion,** the Eumenides, at this point in the play (just
before their first appearance) are to be associated with
Amy, then Harry's intuition has made the connection
without actually stating it: the Eumenides, linked with
his mother, have made as bad a world for Mary as they
have for him, and that *is part of the torment' (line 216);
AIT are involved in an inescapably evil situation. The
association of Amy With the Eumenides is of course
paralleled by that qf Clytemnestra in the Oresteia, for it is
she (or rather her ghost) who calls them up to pursue
Orestes.

Line 229. Wishwood is a cheat

Wishwood had seemed to promise Mary a happy mar-
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